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September 30, 2025 

Dear Stakeholders, 

It has been another challenging and rewarding year continuing the 
legacy of our founder Dr. Mary R Stauffer. 

Challenges included maintaining perpetuity constraints amidst a 
volatile market (the value of which determines our required charitable 
giving), an increasing number of students qualifying for our merit 
awards, and keeping the value of our cash awards at pace with 
inflation.  All these challenges highlighted the importance of our 
Metrics Committee in measuring the comparative value each program 
contributes to our mission. One step forward toward this goal was the 
successful update of our mission statement narrowing our focus to the 
Downey Unified School District. 

In response to inflation and a volatile market, donations have been 
identified as an important stabilizing source of revenue. Evaluation of 
how to start up fund raising has now begun to sustain the legacy. It 
will certainly be part of budget planning in the future. 

Another challenge this year tested our leadership succession plan.  
Mid-FY24 I had a stroke and, for a few months, Nancy Swenson with 
the support of over 30 volunteers, board members and officers was 
able to smoothly continue our programs in my absence.  I want to 
express a big THANK YOU to them all! 

This year we made rewarding progress toward streamlining our work 
process as part of our continuing improvement focus. We made 
progress toward simplifying our bookkeeping and check-writing by 
aligning our data with the QuickBooks codes used by our CPA. We also 
adopted a “no-replacement of lost or expired checks” policy starting 
FY25. We believe this will also help students’ understanding of how 
banks work. 

It has been rewarding to serve as the CEO of this foundation for the 
past six years, and I look forward to bringing in new leadership in the 
near future. I have been honored to work together with many 
volunteers toward a continuing legacy of Mary R. Stauffer as an 
inspiration to give back to one’s community. 

Respectfully,  
 

Janet Suzuki, CEO

ADVISORS 
Dorothy Knight 

Lorraine Neal, Recording 
Secretary 

OFFICERS 
Janet Suzuki, CEO 

Nancy Swenson, COO 
John Stauffer, CFO 

Regina Donahue, Secretary 

MISSION  
(Revised March 2025) 

Our mission is to increase the 
intellectual, social and 

physical well-being of Downey 
by motivating students and 
educators of the Downey 
Unified School District to 
achieve their academic, 

athletic, and artistic 
aspirations 

BOARD 
Family 

Dawn Martens, Chairperson 
John Stauffer 
Janet Suzuki 

Katherine Rieth 
James Stauffer 

Community 
Phil Davis 

John Kennedy 
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Born August 26, 1917, Mary Ruth Schuh early showed a passion for 
education by graduating top in her class at high school, college, and 
medical school.  In 1953, after 10 years of marriage, Dr. Mary R. 
Stauffer and her husband Dr. Floyd (Dal) Stauffer chose to raise their 
family in Downey, California, following his completion of service in the 
Navy.  Here, she opened her own OB-GYN practice.  In 1954, Dr. Mary 
joined the Downey Community Hospital Medical Staff and later in 
1972 was chosen Chief of Staff. 

Dr. Mary Stauffer was one of the first obstetricians to offer expecting 
mothers an educational program.  In 1976, after delivering babies for 
23 years in Downey, she transitioned into general practice.  Her desire 
to give back to the community was shown in 1987, when she was the 
first physician to qualify as a member of the Founders Gallery of 
Downey Community Hospital with a donation of $100,000. 

In 1993 Dr. Mary’s passion for education and philanthropy came 
together as the Mary R. Stauffer Foundation, a private educational 
foundation personally funded to give back to Downey, the community 
where she enjoyed a successful medical practice and her children 
graduated from public schools.  Her five 
children (Dorothy, James, Judi, Janet, John) 
and spouses have helped along the way with 
the Foundation’s progress. 

June 30, 1997, at nearly 80, Dr. Mary retired from her 44-year medical 
practice in Downey.  In 2014, the Downey Unified School District 
(DUSD) honored her contribution to DUSD by renaming West Middle 
School to Mary R Stauffer Middle School. 

Each year the foundation touches the lives of over 900 students with 
scholarships and merit awards based on GPA. Additionally, every 
student in the school district is touched by the grants. Annually, the 
Foundation invites teachers to propose grants for innovative projects 
such as a Cooking Cart with lessons in math and science.  The 
Foundation has helped fund initial startup costs of programs that later 
were adopted district-wide; including Project Lead the Way (now 
called STEAM), Robotics Clubs, and Character Counts.  During the 
pandemic, the traditional mobile Autry Museum and Space Center 
Mission Controls programs were suspended, now are being upgraded. 

2024 marked over 30 years that the Mary R. Stauffer Foundation has 
supported the Downey Community.  Over $8 million has been given 
for educational grants and scholarships to the DUSD educators and 
students.  Dr. Mary had hoped her foundation could continue in 
perpetuity and after her passing February 11, 2021, at the age of 103, 
her foundation is prepared to continue her legacy well into the future.

May 24, 1993 Incorporated 
December 13, 1993 501 (3)c  
November 24, 1998 operating 

1983 Ohio State Medical 
School Alumni Achievement 
Award, 1997 Distinguished 
Service Award from Capital 
University, 1998 California 
State “Woman of the Year” 

from Senator Betty Karnette, 
2007 a Columbia Memoria 

Space Center founding 
director, 2007 Delta Kappa 

Gamma Chi State 
Distinguished Public Service 
Award, 2010 California State 
“Woman of the Year” from 
Senator Hector De La Torre, 
2012 Downey High School 

Hall of Fame Honoree 

2024 Pop-up banner displayed at 
Foundation events 

FOUNDER’S HONORS 
INCLUDE 
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While she was alive, Mary R. Stauffer operated this private non-profit 
foundation through her personal donations of time and money.  As 
the assets grew, so did the endowment that she left behind when she 
passed in 2021.  Since her passing, the Foundation has recognized that 
to sustain the goal of perpetuity, after operations costs and required 
Charitable Giving, the assets value needs to grow and keep pace with 
inflation. To this purpose the Finance Committee has been increasing 
its oversight of the portfolio returns, monitoring annual distributions, 
and setting the stage to increase donation activity.  

Portfolio Performance 

Over the past 5 years the foundation has used two Investment 
Management firms that use different approaches in applying the IPS 
with similar results even with slightly different volatility due to 
nuisances in their risk profiles and cash accumulation practices.  The 
overall value of the portfolio is close to finally getting back to its pre 
2022 total value of $9 million and assuming current market conditions, 
this should be achieved in FY2025.  

Distributions 

Annual Distributions are both the Charitable Giving and Operating 
Expenses. 

The Operating Expenses in FY24 were below the 5-year average of 
$31K.  The operating expenses are amazingly low and they are a direct 
result of the operations team very cost-minded orientation, the 
partnering with DUSD for administrative support, and the enormous 
amount of personal time given by all the Foundation volunteers. 

The Charitable Giving for FY24 represents an $15K increase in outflows 
compared to the previous year reflecting the improved oversite of 
attaining the annual 5% minimum distribution requirements with the 
portfolio’s increasing asset value.  

*Not including portfolio management fees 
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Mary R. Stauffer Foundation Balance Sheet – Tax Basis April 30, 2025 

Prepared by Jesse Gallardo, CPA of J&E Associates, an Accountancy 
Corporation 10927 Downey Ave Ste A, Downey, CA 90241. 
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Dr. Mary R. Stauffer created this Foundation to give back to the 
community where she had a successful medical practice. She also 
thought this Foundation could showcase effective ways to give away 
money, “bang for the buck”. She used two main channels for 
charitable giving programs: Grants and Student Awards. Over 20,000 
students and educators at DUSD are impacted every year by these 
programs. 

The Metrics Committee is continually evaluating the effectiveness of 
these various programs. “Thank you” cards are an important factor 
and have even shown multiple generational impacts. 

The Grants have the purpose of inspiring educators to look for ways to 
implement innovative learning experiences that help students and 
teachers reach their aspirations. Analyzing results of the grants to 
evaluate effectiveness continues to be a challenge. Many grants 
include equipment, for which the impact is multiple years. Foundation 
volunteers personally review each grant along with the expressions of 
“thank you” to evaluate effectiveness. 

The Student Awards have the purpose to encourage students to be 
“the best you can be”. There are two main programs: Scholarships and 
Merit Awards. Evaluation of success of these awards continues to 
evolve. Currently two factors are tracked to measure impact: % Cash 
Rate (many checks are never cashed) and “Thank You” cards that 
reflect a personal impact from the award.  

Our Scholarships have targeted students who have shown modest 
academic success and need the extra support of confidence to 
continue education beyond high school. 

The Merit Awards come from the founder Dr. Mary’s belief in “pay 
and praise” to reward students for exceptional scholastic performance 
and encourage them to plan financially for college by the 6th grade.  A 
letter is included with the cash awards that explains the purpose of 
the award and encourages the recipient to deposit the check into a 
college savings account.  For the “pay”, students are presented a 
check.  For the “praise”, the checks are presented at special school 
events where parents and family can be invited. 

 

November 2019 Public Bench at NE Corner Firestone Blvd. and Downey Avenue, Downey, CA 90241, installed in 2013

Photo November 2019 Public Bench at NE Corner Firestone Blvd. and 
Downey Avenue, Downey, CA 90241, installed in 2013 
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DHS and WHS compete at FIRST Robotics 

DHS and WHS compete at State Skills USA 

In September after the school year starts, the Foundation sends an 
invitation for grant applications to the DUSD for three types of grants: 
District-wide, Principal, and Teacher Grants. Every year these grants 
touch the lives of over 20,000 students and educators. These grants 
are administered by the Downey Unified School District (DUSD) using 
their Procurement Handbook for the Mary R. Stauffer Foundation. The 
use rate of these grants over the past 3 years has been over 95%. 

District Grants:  

This year the district grants included a combined request from the 
Clinical School Therapist (CST) group to support multiple schools 
through outdoor activities. It is the “Wellness is EVERYWHERE” grant.  
There were 8 schools listed but the Foundation’s grant team decided 
to approve 2 schools as a beta test.   

Another new District grant this year was in support of the SkillsUSA 
teams. This competition is regional, national and international. 
Contests are run with the help of industry, trade associations, and 
labor organizations. DUSD has grown from 4 construction students in 
2009 to over 700 students from 6th – 12th grade.  Of the 15,000 
school chapters, DUSD is one of the largest. 

Amount Project Briefs - District Grants 
(ES= Elementary School, MS=Middle School, HS=High School) 

$6,500 
1,245 

Students 

Wellness is EVERYWHERE! at Unsworth & Williams ES: 
Supplies for art & gardening, sensory tables, games, and 
storage to provide more outdoor opportunities beyond the 
playground to foster social-emotional growth and meaningful 
interactions between both students and staff. 

$10,000 
69 

Students 

FIRST Robotics Registrations at Dowey and Warren HS: 
Purchase Registration Fees for First Robotics for our First 
Robotics teams to compete locally and qualify for the World 
Championships in Dallas.  Each entry gives them an 
additional chance to qualify.  

$6,000 
133 

Students 

Vex Robotics Registration at 4 MS: Purchase Tournament 
Entries for Vex Robotics to help our Middle School Robotics 
teams enter local competitions where they can qualify for 
Nationals in Dallas 

$5,540 
 277 

Students 

SkillsUSA Registration at Downey & Warren HS: 
Purchase Student registrations for SkillsUSA Regional 
Competition for students to compete at the regional level 
with the chance of advancing to state and possibly national 
levels. 

$16,590 
 42 

Students 

SkillsUSA State at Downey & Warren HS: Purchase 
Registration for students that qualify for National 
Competition in Atlanta and help send them to compete at 
the SkillsUSA National Championships in Atlanta.    

$44,630 5   District Grants Subtotal 



2024 Annual Report 2024 Charitable Giving 
Grants 

Mary R. Stauffer Foundation 2024 Annual Report
 Page 7 

Youth Leadership Day for Columbus HS 
Students 

Principal Grants:  

The Principal Grants have continued since 2016 to honor the memory 
of Linda Kennedy for her tireless volunteer hours to the Foundation 
and for her personal support of Dr. Mary Stauffer. This grant inspires 
school principals to imagine new ways to benefit all students at his or 
her school. 

The Foundation invited all 21 principals in the Downey Unified School 
District for innovative learning grant proposals. Out of 23 proposals 
received, 11 were selected to be awarded. 

Amount Project Briefs - Principal Grants 
(ES=Elementary, MS=Middle School, HS=High School) 

$1,450 
 760 

Students 

Folding VEX IQ Riser at Price ES: Two mobile field 
risers for a VEX IQ Field that fold easily and roll away for 
storage.  They will help students become familiar with the 
competitive environment for three robotics clubs. The 
portability allows offering more practice opportunities. 

$4,410 
 400 

Students 

Circuit Explorers at Price ES: Mobile Invention Lab 
with littleBits STEAM+ Class Pack (10 sets) by Sphero. 
Coding and engineering materials to enhance critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and teamwork. It aligns with 
the 4th grade NGSS standard for connecting circuitry. 

$1,625 
 100 

Students 

Staff Wellness Center at Sussman MS: Wellness 
resources and soft furnishings provide staff a place to 
decompress and practice self-care.  

$5,500 
 25 

Students 

Youth Leadership Day for Columbus HS: 25 tickets to 
the Youth Leadership Day at Disneyland/California 
Adventure to offer Columbus HS student leaders the 
opportunity to enhance their leadership skills while 
empowering them to impact their school and community. 

$3,150 
 25 

Students 

Weights for Wellness at Woodruff MS: Weight room 
equipment to integrate strength training both physical 
and mental into our curriculum (biology, anatomy, health, 
etc.). Also a hub for after-school programs that promote 
leadership, teamwork, and personal responsibility. 

$4,400 
 700 

Students 

Strengthening Mustang Minds at RSG ES : Decodable 
Books are beginner-friendly stories with letters and 
sounds the student already knows to help build their 
skills at sounding out new words. This helps students 
strengthen their reading skills and buil self-confidence. 

T

Linda Kennedy 

A year after Linda retired from 38 years 
of working in the Downey Unified 
School District, in 2005, Dr. Mary 
asked, and Linda accepted, the 

invitation to join the Foundation’s board 
of directors.  She also served as the 
Chief Financial Officer through 2016.  

Her most important contribution was to 
support and promote the establishment 

of Project Lead the Way, an 
engineering program at Warren High 

School, which was subsequently 
implemented at all the schools in 

Downey through a separate grant. 

Weights for Woodruff MS, 
Teacher Managed 
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Amount Project Briefs - Principal Grants 
(ES=Elementary, MS=Middle School, HS=High School) 

$1,660 
120 

Students 

Support C3-G Social Studies standard at Doty MS: 
Gratitude Journals develop the practice of expressing 
gratitude; to notice things they appreciate and see the gift 
in them and embrace them. The goal is to reframe their 
thinking and build a growth mindset that supports 
responsible choices, stronger character, positive 
behavior, and greater academic achievement. 

$1,450 
350 

Students 

VEX Mobile Field Risers at Alameda Elementary: 2 
mobile field risers for a VEX IQ Field that fold easily and 
roll away for storage will help students become familiar 
with the competitive environment for 3 robotics clubs and 
also offer more practice/event opportunities. 

$10,500 
75 

Students 

Football Character Camp at Warren HS: Character 
Camp - Program fees, lodging & meals to send our 
varsity football players to a character camp where the 
athletes  focus on character and leadership. 

$1,380 
50 

Students 

Vex Organizing RH Robotics at Rio Hondo ES: 
Purchase Vex IQ Organizer Kit in order to increase 
organization for the robotics club members that makes 
accessibility to robotics materials easier. 

$55,525 11   Principal Grants Subtotal 

 

Teacher Grants:  

Teacher Grants are one tradition for the foundation that encourages 
teachers to try out innovative teaching projects. From 2007, the 
foundation has rotated the invitation for grant proposals between 
three grade level groups: Elementary (Kindergarten – 5th Grade), 
Middle (6th – 8th Grade), and High (9th – 12th Grade). 

For 2024, the Elementary School teachers were invited to submit grant 
requests. Of the 53 proposals submitted, the following 21 were 
approved.  

Amount  Project Briefs – ElementaryTeacher Grants 

$1,700 
48 

Students 

TK Hands-on Learning at Alameda ES: Adjustable art 
easels and smocks to ease activity transition from inside 
to outside. A real bug display, magnifying glasses, insect 
lore butterfly garden, a water/sand exploration table, and 
rhythm sticks will help students explore nature. 

$1,750 
31 

Students 

3D Printer at Price ES: Purchase 3D printer and printing 
material for students who attended STARBASE summer 
camp to see their ideas become reality. 

VEX Mobile Field Risers at Alameda 
Elementary 

3D Printer at Price ES 
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Amount  Project Briefs – ElementaryTeacher Grants 

$6,500 
820 

Students 

Add Library at Alameda ES: Purchase over 1,700 
books and tables and chairs to reinstall the library in an 
available space. 

$180 
32 

Students 

Building Bonds Indoors at Price ES: Purchase chess 
boards, Uno cards, Board Games to foster indoor social 
interaction on hot or weather inclement days in addition 
to an indoor recess option. 

$340 
27 

Students 

"Minecraft" Magnetic 3D Blocks at Gauldin ES: 
Purchase minecraft-inspired 3D magnetic blocks for use 
with the Minecraft Education app. Using the blocks help 
hands-on learning and 3D. 

$1,850 
1000 

Students 

PE Engagement through Music at 3 Elementary 
Schools: Purchase 4 Portable Bluetooth PA Speaker 
Systems in order for 4th and 5th grade students 
(including DHH/SDC) to be fully engaged in PE class with 
music & dance when they are spread out across the 
playground. 

$1,700 
835 

Students 

Peace Paths and Peace Patrol at Rio Hondo ES: 
Purchase Peace path stencil, paint, Peace Patrol vests, 
and Peace Patrol hats to help students learn how to 
resolve peer conflicts, in lieu of adults. 

$1,260 
48 

Students 

Taking Tech to the Next Level at Lewis ES: Purchase 
camera accessories to expand the use of two action 
cameras and two drone cameras purchased last year 
with lessons and activities, such as video shooting and 
editing in Adobe Premier and podcasting in GarageBand. 

$420 
85 

Students 

Lego Literacy Learning Sets at Price ES: Purchase 
LEGO Early learning tools d for interactive literacy tools 
through hands-on learning. LEGO Letters use colorful 
bricks to interactively teach the alphabet, phonics, and 
spelling; enhancing writing skills. 

$350 
24 

Students 

Learning with LEGO at Price ES: Purchase LEGO tools 
to develop early literacy and communication skills 
through imaginative storytelling, role-playing, and 
alphabet activities, students will enhance their speaking, 
listening, and letter recognition abilities. 

$310 
27 

Students 

"Minecraft" Magnetic 3D Blocks at Gauldin ES: 
Purchase Minecraft-inspired 3D magnetic blocks. These 
blocks help bridge the gap between experiential hands-
on learning and 3D virtual spatial awareness, essential 
for kindergarten-age children. 

(Building Bond Indoors) 

“… I used to play chess with 
my father, and he died.  I was 
playing by myself.  Now..I play 
with my friends.” 

(Lego Literacy)  

“…the letters help me learn 
words by putting different 
letters together to try to 
spell.” 
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Amount  Project Briefs – ElementaryTeacher Grants 

$700 
1000 

Students 

Lacrosse Training Equipment at 4 Elementary 
Schools: Lacrosse training sets will introduce students to 
Lacrosse, a sport now in the Olympics and recognized for 
promoting collaboration, communication, teamwork, and 
overall physical fitness.  

$530 
1000 

Students 

Pickleball Nets at 4 Elementary Schools: Purchase 
Pickleball nets to be used during Physical Education to 
introduce students to the sport Pickleball.  Pickleball is a 
sport played by all ages.  It promotes teamwork, game 
strategy, and use of striking techniques.   

$780 
45 

Students 

3D Printing with Tech Squad at Unsworth ES: 
Purchase 3D Printer to provideTech Squad students the 
opportunity to design and print projects they have created 
on our campus and display them to inspire other 
students. 

$2,375 
173 

Students 

History Coming Alive! at Ward ES: Walk Through the 
American Revolution (5th graders) and Walk Through 
California (4th graders). The students actively participate 
exploring famous events through story-telling and re-
enactments of historical figures.   

$710 
78 

Students 

Ecosystem vs Habitat Fld Trip at Ward ES: Field Trip 
experience for 2nd grade at the El Dorado Nature Center, 
a natural ecosystems setting, allows students a hands-on 
exploration of ecosystems vs. habitats. It will stimulate 
curiosity, build observational skills, and encourage 
stewardship. 

$690 
300 

Students 

Classroom Library at Ward ES: Purchase National 
Geographic readers, Mo Willems collection, and 
accelerated readers to increase the selection of easy 
chapter books and to stimulate excitement for reading 
over a broad range of interests and levels for a second 
grade classroom. 

$225 
14 

Students 

Music For  Special Education at Ward ES: Purchase 
Children's Music to replace current damaged music 
collection.  Music/movement/rhymes and rhythm is a 
huge part of  a TK/Kindergarten Special Education 
classroom.   

$800 
300 

Students 

From Pages to Possibilities at Ward ES: Purchase Nat 
Geo Kids Pk, Accelerated Reader Pks, and Mo Willems 
Collection to update a classroom library to develop 
literacy for varied reading levels and topics in the 
classroom, foster a love for reading, and align with our 
curriculum. 

History Coming Alive! 
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Amount  Project Briefs – ElementaryTeacher Grants 

$460 
45 

Students 

Garden for SDC students at Imperial ES: Garden 
Supplies - trellis, garden tools, seeds, to expand the 
school garden and grow more vegetables vertically.  This 
garden develops hands-on skills, as well as learning to 
eat more nutritious food. 

$825 
34 

Students 

STEM Learning with Hydroponics at Old River ES: 
Hydroponics Farmstand for hands-on, experiential 
learning by introducing hydroponics in the classroom. It 
enhances students' understanding of plant biology, 
sustainability, and food production.  

$24,455 21  Teacher Grants Subtotal 
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STUDENT AWARDS 

The Mary R. Staufer Foundation presents two basic types of Student 
Awards: Scholarships and Merit Cash Awards. These awards are 
presented at special school events to emphasize the importance of the 
student’s achievement.  Many students receive multiple awards. 

SCHOLARSHIPS:  

See Merit Awards for the two scholarships added to the Merit Awards. 

$15,000 California Lutheran University (CLC) Scholarship: This 
scholarship is for a DUSD high school senior, renewable for 4 years and 
is offered every four years. It honors the founder’s heritage in the 
Lutheran faith at CLC, where she started a continuing scholarship in 
honor of her mother, Amelia Schuh.  In FY2023, no applications (resume 
and essay) were received. For FY24 one will be awarded in FY25. 

$2,500 Community College Scholarship (CC): Since 1995 the purpose of 
this award is to give graduating high school students a needed vote of 
encouragement to continue their education at a community college, 
trade school, or career certification program. Several students use the 
community college degree as a steppingstone to a four-year degree.  It 
is disbursed in four $625 payments to the student by their high school 
bookkeeper each semester or equivalent. Students have 4 years to use 
it, allowing time for working students. Requirements for disbursements 
are initially proof of registration in a qualifying program with an 
equivalent of 10 units, and subsequently registration in the next 
semester with 10 units while maintaining a GPA of 2.5. The DUSD 
Bookkeepers present their records of disbursement to the Foundation 
twice a year for review and analysis. After 4 years the cash rate 
averages about 70%. 

CC Scholarship requires a minimum 2.5 GPA and an application that 
includes an essay and a resume. After at least two Foundation volunteers 
use a consistent rubric to evaluate the essays, and resumes scored, top 
students are then invited to an in-person interview. The interview itself 
offers some graduating seniors their first-time experience of being 
interviewed. 

Seventy-Nine (79) $2,500 CC Scholarships valued at $197,500 were 
awarded in May 2024 from 94 applications from DUDS’s three high 
schools and one adult school.  A review of the cause of the drop in 
number of applicants in underway. These scholarships are presented at 
the high school’s Senior Awards Night at the Downey Theater. 

  

Students from Columbus High 
School receiving the Community 

College Scholarship.  This is a special 
group of students who struggled 
with school and now aspire for 

higher education. In FY24 11 CHS 
students received this scholarship. 

Warren High students receiving the 
Community College Scholarship at 

Senior Awards Night held in the 
Downey Theater 
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MERIT CASH AWARDS: 

During the 2024 Fiscal Year, the Foundation presented 1,081 merit cash 
awards and 40 related scholarships together valued at $169,800 to 
students in the Downey Unified School District.  The average cash rate 
was 82%, a 2% increase from the prior year.  Certain merit awards invite 
recipients to apply for scholarships.  Those 40 scholarships were  valued 
at $14,000 had a 96% cash rate.  

2024 
Merit Cash Awards 

Student 
Count 

Total 
Awarded 

% 
Cashed 

$150 College Savings  506     $75,900 71% 

$200 Jr. 4.0 224  $44,800 94% 

$100 Scholar-Athlete 272  $27,200  91% 

$100 Performing Arts 
Scholar 

79  $   7,900 89% 

Merit Awards Total 1,081  $ 155,800 82% 

 

2024 Scholarships 
Added to Merit Awards 

Student 
Count 

Total 
Awarded 

% 
Cashed 

$500 Scholar of the Year 8   4,000 88% 

$125 to $500 Outstanding 
Senior 

32  $10,000 98% 

Merit Scholarships Total 40  $ 14,000 96% 

 

Middle School Awards 

$150 Stauffer Scholar (529 College Savings) Cash Merit Award: Section 
529 of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) authorizes tax-free status for 
'qualified tuition programs'. In 2002 the Foundation saw this as an 
opportunity to encourage high achieving students to financially plan for 
college. In FY24 this continues for middle school students who achieve 
all A’s in core subjects during their 6th and 7th grade.  

This award is payable to a college savings account and is presented to 
the students with their family at the high school to which the students 
matriculate. This auspicious event includes informational and 

2024 Scholar of the Year “Thank You” 

The high school gym overflows with 
family and friends to cheer the College 

Savings Award students 
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inspirational speakers about planning financially for college. 
Entertainment is provided by high school students. Students are 
awarded one at a time and congratulated by School Board and 
Foundation Board members. 

In FY24 five hundred seventeen (517) 7th and 8th graders at the four 
Downey Unified School District middle schools qualified for this award 
with a GPA of 4.0 in the core subjects in the previous academic year. And 
the parents of 506 applied to receive the $150 College Savings check in 
addition to the Stauffer-Scholar Certificate by completing a promise to 
open a college savings account.  

The Foundation continues efforts to improve the cash rate and FY24 
nearly reached the pre-COVID cash rate with 71%. 

$500 Stauffer Scholar of the Year Scholarship: All Stauffer Scholars were 
invited to apply for this additional award. The application included an 
essay and a resume that shows school and community involvement and 
service. Essays were evaluated by at least two volunteers using a 
standardized rubric. Selection was based on the essay, overall GPA, and 
a resume that showed “Character Counts!” pillars (especially giving back 
to the community). 

One student was selected from each of the four middle schools and each 
grade level (a total of eight). Presentation of this award was the highlight 
of Awards Night at the high schools. The award included a $500 college 
savings check, a “Stauffer Scholar of the Year” T-Shirt, and the student’s 
name added to a permanent plaque at the student’s middle school. 

Senior High School Awards 

The Senior High Merit Cash Awards are presented to students at a 
special Stauffer Awards event for parents and students at Warren and 
Downey High School. Students are awarded one at a time and 
congratulated by School Board and Foundation Board members.   

$200 Junior 4.0 Merit Cash Award: The Jr. 4.0 award honors the founder 
Dr. Mary Stauffer’s personal excellence in education: valedictorian at 
Bexley High School near Columbus, Ohio; top in her class at Capital 
University; and top in her class at Ohio State University School of 
Medicine 1943. The award’s purpose is to recognize and encourage hard-
working 11 grade students at a time when they can include the award in 
their college applications. 

FY24 two hundred twenty-four (224) $200 Jr. 4.0 merit awards were 
presented to every Downey and Warren High School junior who had 
maintained a cumulative District 4.0 GPA.  The cash rate remained a high 
94%. 

T

Each student is congratulated by DUSD 
and Foundation board members. 

Griffith and Doty 7th & 8th Grade 
2024 Scholars of the Year 

Stauffer and Sussman 7th & 8th Grade 
2024 Scholar of the Year 

 

Looking at the awardees from the 
audience. 
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$100 Scholar-Athlete (SA) Merit Cash Award: This award was developed 
by the founder’s husband, Dr. Floyd (Dal) Stauffer, who was inspired by a 
similar award in high school. Dal was both a scholar and an athlete. He 
was valedictorian of his high school and inducted into both the 
International Masters Swimming Hall of Fame (2006 for diving) and the 
University of Chicago Athletics Hall of Fame (2007). 
 
FY24 two hundred seventy-two (272) $100 Scholar Athlete merit awards 
were presented to every Downey and Warren High School 9th through 
12th grade student who had maintained at least a cumulative District 3.8 
GPA and competed at the varsity level in at least one competitive sport. 

$100 Performing Arts Scholar (PA) Merit Cash Awards: In 2022 the 
Performing Arts Scholar award extended  the Scholar Athlete Award to 
students in music and drama that demonstrate “giving back to the 
community” by working hard to represent their school in a larger 
geographic area and maintain academic excellence of 3.8 GPA. 

FY24 seventy-nine (79) students in grades 9 through 12 received this 
award. Due to the low cash rate and difficulty in maintaining consistent 
qualifications between the schools, this award may be discontinued.  

$125 to $500 Outstanding Senior Scholarship: Starting in 1997 this 
scholarship opportunity was added to the Scholar Athlete merit cash 
award for outstanding seniors. And from 2022 Performing Arts Scholars 
could also apply. Scholarships were awarded based on 1) GPA and 2) a 
sports/competition resume showing team captain leadership, individual 
or team awards, and participation in multiple or community teams.  

FY24 Thirty-two (32) Seniors (16 
from each High School - Warren 
and Downey) received this 
Outstanding Senior Award. 
Scholarships ranged from $125 
to $500, with a total value of 
$10,000.  The cash rate of these 
outstanding awards is usually 
100%, FY24 was 98%. 
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“I have been a recipient of many 
… awards …  

I don’t have the words to 
express the gratitude on how 
your scholarships gave me the 
confidence to pursue higher 
education… thank you… you 
gave me inspiration and belief 
that I could be a successful 
student athlete.” 

2024 WHS Senior [College Savings, 
Scholar Athlete, Jr 4.0, Outstanding 

Senior…Total $1,200 Awarded] 

The 16 DHS Outstanding Seniors are recognized at the Stauffer Awards at the DHS 
Gym and again at the Senior Awards Night at the Downey Theater. 


